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first landed humankind on the Moon. 
As we all know, aboard this mission 
were American heroes: Neil Armstrong, 
Buzz Aldrin, Jr., and Michael Collins. 

When Neil Armstrong first set foot 
on the Moon on July 20, 1969, he se-
cured a place in a long, proud line of 
Ohioans who have performed aviation 
firsts. Beginning with the Wright 
brothers and continuing today with the 
fine scientists at NASA’s Glenn Re-
search Center, generations of Ohioans 
have consistently led and driven inno-
vation in our country. For centuries, 
Ohio has been on the forefront of new 
technologies and always pushed the 
boundaries of mankind in the name of 
exploration. 

I would be remiss if I did not person-
ally thank those brave astronauts who 
led the Apollo 11 mission 50 years ago 
for putting their lives on the line in 
service to their country. When Com-
mander Armstrong took his first steps 
onto the Moon, surely, he couldn’t 
have known that a 7-year-old boy from 
his home State of Ohio was watching in 
amazement with his whole life ahead of 
him. 

May our country always remember 
how profound the Apollo 11 Moon land-
ings were, and still are. May we always 
honor the crew members, backup crew, 
support crew, capsule communications, 
and flight directors who made this mis-
sion a success and may the United 
States of America forever remain not 
only the first, but the principal nation 
of space exploration. 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ‘‘APOLLO 
11’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. HILL) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. HILL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the 50th anniver-
sary of the Apollo 11 series. 

When I think of Apollo 11, I am re-
minded of a feeling that many of us 
have forgotten in this current time of 
divisiveness and anger. Apollo 11 re-
minds me of an America that pulled to-
gether; a time when America 
prioritized impossible dreams, because 
impossible dreams were what built this 
country; a time when we understood 
that achieving those impossible dreams 
was a way to make every child feel 
prouder to be an American and every 
adversary feel that our Nation loomed 
larger than they could hope to sur-
mount. 

As Americans, we work hard, we get 
better, then we become the best. 

At its core, space exploration and the 
Moon landing were rooted in the Amer-
ican Dream, and I believe that dream is 
still worth dreaming today. 

Fifty years later, the Apollo series 
and the space exploration of that time 
remind us that we are part of some-
thing bigger than ourselves. I stand 
here today as the congresswoman of a 
district that is incredibly proud of our 
contributions to space technology, 
flight, and exploration. Really, our 

contributions to bringing that dream 
to life. 

My district is home to many of the 
Edwards Air Force Base workers who 
are critical to our country’s defense 
and service. We often say that the An-
telope Valley is actually the aerospace 
valley because of how much testing, re-
search, and development takes place in 
our community. 

The NASA Armstrong Flight Re-
search Center at Edwards Air Force 
Base made countless contributions to 
the NASA human spaceflight program 
during the sixties, from the X–15 rock-
et plane hypersonic research program 
to the lunar landing research vehicle, 
both of which had a direct impact on 
the Apollo missions. In fact, the first 
flight of a lunar landing research vehi-
cle was in 1964 at Edwards Air Force 
Base. These vehicles were later used at 
Ellington Air Force Base to train the 
Apollo flight crew, including Neil Arm-
strong. 

For my constituents and so many 
others across the Nation, the celebra-
tion of the Apollo mission is the cele-
bration of our history. It is the celebra-
tion of people like my grandfather, who 
worked on the thrusters for the lunar 
lander. From 1961 to 1970, he was in-
volved with Apollo service module 
rocket development, qualification, and 
production. 

In talking with my grandfather, I 
have seen how much of a catalyst this 
work is for our identity as Americans. 
The Moon shot gave so many of us 
something to believe in, and that belief 
paid off in its enduring impact to sci-
entific discovery and commercial appli-
cations. We need to realize that tri-
umph in this generation of Americans. 

My work on the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee has also shown me that 
the military and our defense capabili-
ties simply don’t work any longer 
without a mastery of space. Our adver-
saries are on their way to the Moon, 
and we have no choice but to be there, 
as well. That is a vital part of how we 
maintain our status as the global lead-
er that we have always been. To keep 
our strongest position, we have to have 
a plan and a strategy for space. 

In doing so, we will inspire a genera-
tion of STEM workers, many of them 
young women, people of color, and 
first-generation college students, to be 
part of something great, something 
that defines our identity as Americans. 
We will stimulate our economy, inno-
vate products that stretch beyond use 
in space, and contribute to our comfort 
and well-being here in America. 

On the 50th anniversary of Apollo, I 
am honored to champion a program 
that unlocked so much American 
greatness. I am even more honored to 
stand with the knowledge that greater 
things are yet to come. Together, we 
can do so much and go so far, further 
than we have ever gone before. Because 
we can. Because we have to. Because 
our security demands it. Because, with-
out doing so, we will never know what 
is possible. And as humans, as Ameri-

cans, we will not let the impossible 
stop us. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately noon today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 25 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 
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PRAYER 

Reverend John P. Fitzgibbons, S.J., 
Regis University, Denver, Colorado, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Most Holy God, please unite and 
guide the leaders in this House to rec-
ognize, to speak for, and to safeguard 
the vulnerable and the marginalized in 
all corners of our Nation. 

Help us to hear and to champion the 
rights of dreamers of all colors, all con-
texts, and all ages, especially the 
young, whose ardent desire is to know 
and to build a better society. 

Help us to illuminate the path and to 
advocate for our country’s learners and 
their teachers so that access to edu-
cation and the power of knowledge will 
continue to produce servant leaders 
committed to democracy, equality, and 
justice. 

Help us to unite our hearts and our 
minds, to share freely of our gifts, to 
reflect critical thought and responsible 
action on moral and ethical issues, and 
to be men and women for others that 
both You and our constituents expect 
and deserve. 

Amen. 
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THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. GARCÍA) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND JOHN P. 
FITZGIBBONS, S.J. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
CISNEROS) is recognized for 1 minute. 
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